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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method for providing a content tracking 

system comprising: 

g e n e rat i ng a tracking i dentif i er; 

incorpora ti ng tho tracking i dentifier w i th contont ot o r od 4 n o storage medium; 
storing th o track i ng i de ntifier in a database; 
provid i ng the storage modium to a primar y d is tributor; 
receiving information from the a primary distributo r, the information being 
tracked using a tracking identifier on a storage medium, the tracking identifier 
beino stored in a database ; 

associating within the database, in response to the receiving information 
from the primary distributor, the tracking identifier with the information from the 
primary distributor; 

receiving information from a second level distributo r, the second level 
distributor being successively enlisted from the .primary distributor ; 

associating within the database, in response to the receiving information 
from the second level distributor, the tracking identifier with the second level 
distributor; and 

providing credit to the primary distributor and-t h e gooond-levo l^ dfetr i butor in 
response to a transaction derived from tho cont e nt on tho storag e m edium the 
second distributor . 

Claim 2 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 wherein the 
transaction derived from tho oontont the second distributor is selected from the 
group consisting of a sale, a lease, and a license. 
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Claim 3 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 wherein the 
i ncorporat i ng c top oorop ri s o c incorporatin g the tracking identifier is incorporated 
into a burst cut area of the storage medium. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
receiving information from a third level distributor; 

associating within the database, in response to the receiving information 
from the third level distributor, the tracking identifier with the third level distributor, 
the second level distributor and the primary distributor; and 

providing credit to the primary distributor!!,]] and the second level distributor 
and tho third lovo l dictributor in response to the transaction derived from the 
content on thosto ra g o medium the third level distributor . 

Claim 5 (currently amended): A method of tracking content comprising: 
receiving a tracking identifier that identifies a particular copy of content on a 
storage medium; 

placing the tracking identifier in a database; 
receiving information from a primary distributor 

associating within the database, in response to the receiving information 
from the primary distributor* the tracking identifier with the information from the 
primary distributor; 

receiving information from a second level distributor , the second level 
distributor being successively enlist ed from the primary distributor and 

associating within the database, in response to the receiving information 
from the second level distributor, the tracking identifier with the second level 
distributor. 

Claim 6 (currently amended): The method of claim 5 further comprising: 
crediting the primary distributor and tho ooeond l ove! dictributor in response 
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to a transaction derived from the particular sopy of content on th o c torago medium 
second level distributor. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The method of claim 6 wherein the 
transaction derived from the particu l ar copy of contont second level distributor is 
selected from the group consisting of a sale, a lease, and a license. 



Claim 8 (original): The method of claim 5 further comprising: 

receiving information from a third level distributor, and 

associating within the database, in response to the receiving information 

from the third level distributor, the tracking identifier with the primary distributor, 

the second level distributor and the third level distributor. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The method of claim 8 further comprising: 
crediting the primary distributor^,]] arM the second level distributo r, and tho 
t h i rd ■ l ovol diotributor , in response to a transaction selected from the group 
consisting of a sale, a lease, and a license wherein the transaction is derived from 
th° partteutef r nnfnnt nn rhn Rtnmgo med i um third level distributor . 

Claim 10 (currently amended): A content tracking system comprising: 

a diotr i butof - notwork i nc l ud i ng a primary lovol d i otributor and a cocond l ovol 
distributor for distributing content embodiod in a etorago modium; 

a server for receiving a tracking identifier that is incorporated with the 
content embodied in the a storage medium and for receiving registration 
information from the primary level distributor and the second level distributor gfa 
distributor network : and 

a database for associating the content with the primary level distributor and 
the second level distributor and for associating transactions derived from the 
contont on - tho ctorago mod i um with the primary level distributor and the second 
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level distributo r, the second level distributor being successively enlisted from the 
primary distributor . 

Claim 11 (currently amended): The system of claim 10 wherein credit is 
providedjo the primary level distributor ane" in response to the transaction derived 
from the second level distributor aro distributors with i n a multi l evel distributor 
ne twork . 



Claim 12 (original): The system of claim 10 further comprising: 
a storage medium and tracking identifier integrator for incorporating the 
tracking identifier with the content embodied in the storage medium. 



Claim 13 (original): The system of claim 12 further comprising: 
a tracking identifier generator for generating the tracking identifier. 

Claim 14 (currently amended): The system of claim [f,10]J XX wherein 
transaotiono the transaction derived from the contont on tho storag e medium aro 
second level distributor is selected from the group consisting of a sale, a lease, 
and a license. 



Claim 15 (currently amended): A system for tracking content comprising: 

means for receiving a tracking identifier that identifies a particular copy of 
media content; 

means for placing the tracking identifier in a database; 

means for receiving information from a primary distributor; 

means for associating within the database, in response to the receiving 
information from the primary distributor, the tracking identifier with the information 
from the primary distributor; 

means for receiving information from a second level distributo r, the second 
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level distri butor being successively enlisted from the primary distributor ; and 

means for associating within the tracking identifier database, in response to 
the receiving information from the second level distributor, the tracking identifier 
with the second level distributor. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): The system of claim [[16]] 15 further 
comprising means for providing credit to the primary distributor and tho oooond 
l e ve l d i stributor for transactions aJtransaction derived from tho oontont after boing 
disttfe tftod by the second level distributor. 

Claim 17 (currently amended): The system of claim 16 wherein the 
franeaotfone transaction derived from the content afe is selected from the group 
consisting of a sale, a lease, and a license. 

Claim 18 (original): The system of claim 15 comprising: 
means for receiving information from a third level distributor; and 
means for associating within the tracking identifier database, in response to 
the receiving information from the third level distributor, the tracking identifier with 
the third level distributor, the second level distributor and the primary distributor. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The system of claim 18 further comprising 
means for providing credit to the primary distributoriX]] ajjd the second level 
distributo r, and tho third lovo l distributor for transactions derived from the oontont 
after boi n g d i stributed by the third level distributor. 

Claim 20 (currently amended): The system of claim 19 wherein the 
tra nsactio n s transaction derived from the content third level distributor are js 
selected from the group consisting of a sale, a lease, and a license. 
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